
A Do No Harm Call to Action Regarding a Complaint Filed Against Anna Blaedel 

A complaint against Anna Blaedel was filed immediately after her powerful moment of personal 
privilege on the floor of Annual Conference as an "out, queer, partnered, clergy."  The charges signed by 
three clergymen in the Iowa Annual Conference relate to the incompatibility clause in the Book of 
Discipline.  

There are three actions we ask you to take: 

1.  Make a Donation to the Anna Blaedel Defense Fund 
An Account has been set up through the Iowa Chapter of the MFSA for Anna’s expenses. 
Make checks to MFSA (memo:  Anna Blaedel fund) and send to:  Mike Biklen at 515 East Eleventh St., 
Muscatine, IA 52761.  Or donate through Pay Pal (use DONATE button at bottom of MFSA home page) 
designating it to the Anna Blaedel Defense Fund. 

2.  Write a letter to the Bishop asking him to dismiss the complaint against Anna 

Many bishops have taken prophetic stances in the last few weeks and months.  Twenty eight of them 
signed the Bishop's Pastoral Response to the #Called OUT Love Letter to General Conference.  (Our 
bishop has not yet signed that letter.)  Some have knowingly ordained out LGBTQ candidates for 
ministry.  Others are choosing grace filled ways of avoiding complaints, charges and trials.   

Our bishop has a choice to make as he deals with the complaint filed against Anna and he needs to hear 
from us now. Please write to him by July 1 and ask him to drop the complaint against Anna.  Tell him 
that you are counting on him to do the right thing.  Let him know that it is not a group of beloved 
children of God that is incompatible with Christian teaching, but adherence to harmful statements in our 
Book of Discipline that is incompatible with Christian teaching. Offer him encouragement to be 
courageous in his leadership of the church toward justice and full inclusion of all people. Let's have 
hundreds of letters on our bishop's desk by the end of this week!    

3.  Sign onto the “I Violated the Book of Discipline” letter to Bishop Trimble 
Sign Letter to the Bishop 
 
The letter reads:  "By supporting and ultimately voting to approve Anna Blaedel for ordination as an 
elder in full connection, I knowingly, and gladly, violated the Book of Discipline, and I did it out of love.  
Since the Discipline states that 'self-avowed practicing homosexuals are not to be certified as 
candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve in The United Methodist Church' (¶ 304.3), I 
committed the chargeable offense of 'dis-obedience to the order and discipline of The United Methodist 
Church' (¶ 2702.1d) in my affirmation of Anna.  I did so as a follower of Jesus, practicing biblical 
obedience. 

While Anna and other LGBTQ clergy are made to bear the burden of complaints, and possible charges, 
trials and loss of credentials, the system that does harm to LGBTQ persons does not operate without the 
assent of us all!  

Thank you all!  Watch for more and please be ready to respond as further needs arise. 

 

http://www.pnwumc.org/news/a-pastoral-response-to-a-love-letter-to-our-church-from-lgbtqi-religious-leaders/
https://www.believeoutloud.com/latest/love-letter-our-church-your-lgbtqi-religious-leaders
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/439/404/159/i-violated-the-book-of-discipline-a-letter-to-bishop-trimble/

