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MFSA lowa Chapter
Bangquet & Awards Night

Dr. Barbara K. Lundblad

Keynote Address: "They Say You Can't
Command People to Love (Except Jesus Did)!

Sunday, June 6 - 5:30 p.m.
Scottish Rite Consistory, 515 Park St, Des Moines

Dr. Barbara Lundblad is the Joe Engle Professor of Preaching at
Union Theological Seminary. She is a native of Gowrie, lowa and a 1966
graduate of Augustana College. She earned advanced degrees from Yale
Divinity School and Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago, and has
taught at Yale Divinity School, Princeton Theological Seminary, Hebrew
Union College and the Association of Theological Schools in Chicago.

As an ordained minister in the ELCA, Dr. Lundblad often leads
worship at Advent Lutheran Church in Manhattan as well as at Union's James Chapel. She has been co-
president of the Network For Inclusive Vision (ELCA) and a member of the local ‘One Voice' campaign
working for full inclusion of GLBT people in the ELCA.

Dr. Lundblad has brought much leadership to homiletical organizations, authored numerous articles for
preaching periodicals and preached and lectured throughout the United States. She is the author of two
books: Transforming the Stone: Preaching Through Resistance To Change and most recentlyMarking
Time: Preaching Biblical Stories in Present Tense.

Social Action Awards will be presented to Doug & Rita Swan and to Paul & Janet Linn
Check with Rita Carter at the MFSA display table to find out if space is still available

MFSA lowa Chapter will Caucus at 9:00 PM on June 5-6 -7
Chet Guinn!s Fire Station#4 at 8th & Day - details on back page

R NN aawdy L, oy . 3 O
Marcit 2 Pancs prld S207] Jugics
Monday, June 7 at Noon

Leaders: Bishop Julius Trimble & Frankie Hughes
Sponsors: MFSA lowa and the
Conference Board of Church & Society ,
HyVee Hall to Nollen Plaza - details on back page
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When Politics Became a Prayer
By Jim Perdue Burke

five-lane streets. A parade of cars accompanied the
procession of pilgrims and honked their horns in
cadence to !si se puede.”

By the time the pilgrims were halfway around
the perimeter of the three city blocks of the capitol
complex, police had barricaded all streets adjoining
it. The people began to gather in the street for the
home stretch of the pilgrimage, where they waded
through another 5,000 people that had gathered.
They processed together to the stage.

The band was playing celebratory religious
music. More than 25,000 people sang their hearts
out. Afterwards, they entered into a closing time of
prayer and blessing. Then, even more miraculously,
they peacefully gathered up their children and loved
ones, and they went home.

Two colleagues and | laughed and wished the
local sheriff well on his most recent !crime spree”

eople began to gather at the Arizona state
Pcapitol around noon on a beautiful May first
day. It was partly cloudy and around 85 degrees.

By 4 p.m. more like 3,000 were there, the
number bolstered by people beginning to arrive
after work. Most Latinos in the United States do
work on Saturday, too.

By 6 p.m., when a lot of the national press had
wrapped up and the counter demonstrators along
with them, about 8,000 had arrived. Religious
music was being played by a local Pentecostal
band.

By 6:30 p.m., approximately 15,000 had
gathered. The music and prayers continued,
punctuated by cheers and chants of !Si se puede"
('Yes we can"), 'un pueblo unido nunca sera
vencido" ('a people united will never be defeated"),
and !Obama, escucha, estamos en la lucha”
(IListen, Obama, we have entered the struggle").

By 7 p.m., the street along the east side of
the capitol grounds and the sidewalks and grass
farther on were covered by a sea of people: more
than 20,000 were there. That#s when the prayer
service and the prelude to a spiritual pilgrimage
around the capitol grounds began.

At 7:30 p.m., the pilgrimage itself began, led
by the small group of youths, now leaders of this
great sea of witnesses. These youths had begun
a simple prayer vigil with sleeping bags and
shacks more than two weeks ago: There were
seven of them.

Nobody paid any attention to them then, but
things have a way of changing. They were among
the reasons why many times during the day, we all
sang !Si tuvieras fe como un grano de mostaza" (!If
you had faith like a mustard seed").

Most of those youth leaders will have a hard
time going on to college. Ironically, that may be a
blessing in disguise for this beleaguered Latino
community: Fifty of them this week began intense
training in organizing under the direction of Arizona
Reform Immigration for America and local
evangelical youth pastors. What a winning
combination!

The spiritual procession began along the
sidewalk, but it quickly spilled into one lane of the

The people...chose
to respond by
conducting what
may go down in
history as the
largest prayer
meeting ever in
Arizona

because he found no one at
home to arrest or harass. They
were all at the capitol singing,
praying, and conducting a
spiritual pilgrimage focused
around faith, hope and the vote.
How ironic: The people the
Arizona legislature and governor
were so afraid of chose to
respond by conducting what
may go down in history as the

largest prayer meeting ever in Arizona. Talk about
Ilheaping coals on the heads of your persecutors.”

"Today, we are all Arizona!

The other special joy of the day was to listen
to the cheers of religious excitement when this
great congregation heard that they were not just
25,000 Arizonans gathered for the day. Over half a
million people throughout the nation and around the
world were in the streets with one single message,
IToday, we are all Arizona."

Cheers went out again as they heard that over
6,500 United Methodist Women in St Louis had
prayed, sung and marched with them this day.
They, too, were Arizona this day.
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When Politics Became a Prayer, continued

By Jim Perdue Burke

Cheers went up once more when they heard
that U.S. Rep. Luis Gutiérrez, D-lll., was arrested
in Washington, D.C., in a protest outside the White
House. He was reputed to have said to the crowd

as he was taken away, !l am Arizona."
One more time they cheered wildly as they

learned that six religious leaders, representing a
broad cross-section of the Arizona faith
community, would represent them on May 13
before the Arizona congressional and senate
delegations and Secretary of Homeland Security

Janet Napolitano.
How will the political world deal now with

this strong and gentle people who, while being
oppressed by new laws and administrative
practices every day, had a golden chance to
demonstrate, but instead choose to pray? How can

Arizonans continue to call a people on its knees

before God a bunch of rapists and murderers?
One day, perhaps we will be mature enough

to thank our creator for this people that on the first
day of May in 2010 taught us once more what we
never should have forgotten: Let us pray,
Maranatha, even so come Lord.

Jim Perdue Burke is a General Board of Global
Ministries missionary also commissioned by the
National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministries of The
United Methodist Church. He serves as Missionary
for Immigration & Border Issues with the Desert
Southwest Conference. He can be reached at
(602) 266-6956, ext. 206 or email
jimperdue@desertsw.org.

The lowa Chapter of the National MFSA, an affiliate organiza  tion of

AT Y &

the lowa Conference of the United Methodist Church, seeks to
move the church to be an inclusive, justice seeking, and risk

taking Body of Christ in the world. In the Wesleyan tradition , MESA
seeks to transform the social order until it resembles the re ign of

MISSION
STATEMENT

God announced by the prophets and Jesus where justice rolls down
like waters and righteousness like an everflowing stream.

New Young Adult Group will March for Peace
Are you a young adult interested in faith, mission, and justice?
Do you believe your voice has something unique to offer?

Leadership Development Ministers Naomi Sea Young
Wittstruck ancderic Guy have been working with a group of
young adult clergy and laity from around the conference, to
provide young adults with prayer, support, resources, and mission
opportunities. As one such young adult, | have found the group

invaluable for dialogue and conversation.

Ouir first big group activity will be to participate in the March for
Peace and Social Justice that is taking place over the Monday
noon hour of Annual Conference on June 7th. We are also
planning a fall retreat details TBA. To march with us, contact Josh

Steward (email: caddyquentin@yahoo.com).

OnFire:

the young adult
chapter of MFSA

PEACE

Poverty
people’s rights

Progressive Initiatives

umonfire.blogspot.com/
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2010 Social Action Award Recipients

Doug & Rita Swan
by Kathy Martin

ireless, it seems. That is the way many would local coordinator in Sioux City. Both Doug and Rita
describe Doug and Rita Swan, of Bronson, have been active in Interfaith Resources, a group of
lowa. Doug and Rita are tireless on behalf of othersarea churches and synagogues who combine resources
as they continue to respond to the prophet!s call  to meet the needs of the poor. (Are you tired - and
"$to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk inspired - yet?)
humbly with God# (Micah 6:8Db). Rita is president of, and with Doug the founder
Chosen to receive one of the lowa MFSA  of, Children!s Healthcare Is a Legal Duty (CHILD,
Social Action Awards, Doug and Rita have walked Inc.), which works to prevent religion-related abuse
"the walk# for many years. They are founders of and neglect of children, especially medical neglect.
The Inquirers, a justice-focused adult Christian She has lectured at many national and regional
Education class at Grace United Methodist Church conferences, testified before both state and federal
in Sioux City. They were instrumental in launching legislatures, and conducted training sessions for child
the Conference Peace Essay Scholarships, have abuse investigators. Doug is a retired mathematics
served as Court Appointed Special Advocates for ~ professor who taught at Morningside College for 21
youth in the Siouxland area, and are active in the Years. Thankfully for those on the margins, they
Siouxland Peace Coalition. Rita, in particular, has continue to work to "loose the bonds of injustice.#
been an ardent supporter of the CROP Walk for ~ Tirelessly$
World Hunger, and for many years served as the

Paul & Janet Linn
by Ruth Anne Petrak

Piul and Janet Linn together have been selected as WDM UMC in becoming a Green Congregation.
recipients of the 2010 MFSAaward. Both of them Janet has been a volunteer for many years at
offer their energies and their considerable talents to lowa Methodist Medical Center and has received
various peace and justice endeavors locally and recognition for her years of service. She was

wherever theirinfluence extends. Outstanding Volunteer of the Year for United Way,
Paul and Janet are members of the Central has also been active in United Methodist Women in
District Hispanic Ministry Committee and initiated her local church and at District level.
English as a Second Language program at their Paul volunteered for several months as
local church, West Des Moines UMC, and still interim director of the lowa Peace Network, a
volunteer in the beginners' class there. Paul has coalition supported by lowa United Methodists as
organized and offered weekly Cultural Diversity well as Church of the Brethren, Friends Meeting
programs at the church, with speakers from Central and Mennonites. He continues to work on peace and
and South America, Africa, India, and elsewhere, justice programs through the lowa Conference
representing several world religions. Board of Church and Society.
Both Paul and Janet volunteer to help elderly The Linns are presently organizing and
and disabled persons with insurance questions inviting participants to travel with them next year
through the SHIIP (Senior Health Insurance on a trip to Israel and Palestine, seeking to learn
Information Program), and also serve together ona more about the plight of Palestinian Christians and
prisoner reentry team through their congregation. others who live under Israeli occupation.

They have served with several work camps and led
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The Church is Called
By Kathleen McQuillen

what!s the American born grandson of a
alestinian Jew doing telling a roomful of
primarily Christian clergy and lay people that their

church iscalled to speak out for the Palestinian
people oppressed under the weight of the Israeli
occupation of Palestinian land?

Speaking at Grace UMC in Des Moines, Dr. Mark
Braverman* asserted this call is urgent % it is urgent

for the Palestinians who suffer under occupation, it is

urgent for Israelis who are losing the moral
grounding that has sustained them, and it is urgent
for the US because it is costing the US billions of
dollars each year and it is increasing anti- US
hostility around the world.

Sponsored by the AFSC % Middle East Peace
Education Project, of which several MFSA members
are active participants, and hosted by Grace UMC
Church & Society, Braverman went on to say that
Christians balk at addressing this issue because of
holocaust guilt. His message to those gathered: "Do
something else with your Christian guilt,# or you will
in the years ahead be dealing with the guilt of your
silence in the face of the Palestinian oppression.

As a United Methodist, | am proud of the church
statements on Israel % Palestine, and in those
statements | hear ttwall

Book of Resolutions 6071

Therefore, be it resolved, that the United
Methodist Church opposes continued military
occupation of the West Bank, Gaza, and East
Jerusalem, the confiscation of Palestinian land

and water resources, the destruction of Palestinian!loose the bonds of

homes, the continued building of illegal Jewish
settlements, and any vision of a "Greater Israel#
that includes the occupied territories and the
whole of Jerusalem and its surroundings.

Be it further resolved, that we urge the US
government to end all military aid to the region$

2009 IA Conference: 9610

Therefore , be it resolved: That the lowa Annual
Conference encourages local churches to study
and discuss both the historical background and
the present suffering of all involved in the
Palestine-Israel conflict, using materials from
the General Board of Church and Society and
Global Ministries$

MFSA made peace and justice in the Holy Land the
focus of the spring regional gatherings. Traveling
with MFSA coordinator, Eloise Cranke, to five
regional gatherings | was impressed with the depth
of knowledge on this topic. Still it was clear that
beyond MFSA and Church and Society circles the
issue is not well known, nor hardly addressed. That
remains a challenge for MFSA. It is not enough that
our membership be informed. What do we do next
to answer our church call for justice in Palestine?

Quoting Jim Wallis, Dr. Braverman noted,
IWhen politics fail, grassroots movements
emerge." Is there a role for MFSA in bringing
forth that movement?

If you believe so please join me at the US
Campaign to End the Occupation Conference in
Kansas City on
July 23 and 24.
those on the
margins, they
continue to work to

XX

injustice.”
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Marriage Equality - Biblical Interpretation and Insight
By Dick Clark

| was raised by very devout, very faithful, and very
conservative parents, and while | appreciate the many
gifts they gave me, | don!t understand things the way |

did as a child. At some point early in my adult life, |
decided to follow the truth wherever it led me and that

included following my faith wherever it led me. My eyes

be about same sex practices between unequal partners,
not about committed, loving relationships.

Even the Romans passage many people use to
condemn homosexuality is about "natural™ versus
"unnatural™ acts. But who is to say what is natural and
unnatural? These concepts are fluid, always changing.

were gradually opened to the importance and fairness of It is very clear to me that the passages used to condemn

marriage equality.

homosexuality and marriage equality do not do so at all

Marriage equality was not a personal issue for me at when homosexuality is understood as a sexual

first, and, until recently, not a priority. My social justice
agenda was focused on women!s reproductive rights;
equality in the workplace; poverty and world hunger;

and war and peace. | eventually came to see marriage

equality also as a civil rights and justice issue.

My interest in theology also led me to the marriage
equality issue. | got very interested when people would

use the Bible as a club to discriminate against loving,

preference within a committed, loving relationship.

What the Bible is about is justice and compassion.
Jesus reached across boundaries and built bridges; he
came down firmly on the side of inclusion and fairness.
Perhaps we should do the same.

We need to talk openly and lovingly with our friends
and neighbors and with those with whom we disagree.
Not to try and make them just like us or believe what we

committed same-sex couples. | was drawn to finding out believe, but to try and understand who they are.

exactly what the Bible had to say about homosexuality

and marriage equality.

Recent changes regarding same-sex marriage in
lowa - the unanimous decision of the lowa Supreme

One can find what seems to be a bias against gay  Court in 2009 - and in some faith communities give me
and leshian acts in the Bible, but the bias is cultural, not hope that things are changing.

moral, and reflects the social mores of the time. So |
began to ask myself whether or not the Bible is
authoritative on homosexuality and marriage equality.

Our denomination unfortunately states "the United
Methodist Church does not condone the practice of
homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible

It!ls a good question because we have for a long time with Christian teaching.#

concluded that the Bible is not authoritative on some

But the congregation I pastor, St. Timothys in Cedar

things like the role of women in society and the question Falls, has affiliated with the Reconciling Ministries
of slavery. We have come to conclude that the Bible is  Network, and we declare publicly as our witness: "The
simply reflecting the cultural mores of its time and place. congregation of St. Timothys United Methodist church
Further, the Bible doesn!t know homosexuality as a in Cedar Falls celebrates God!s gifts as a faith
committed, loving relationship. The Bible passages community built upon the life and teachings of Jesus
people point to in condemning same-sex couples do not Christ. We are called and strive to be an open, loving,
apply. Sodom and Gomorrah is about rape not and caring congregation; to proclaim Jesus! love and
committed relationships. Moreover, the Bible itself justice to all; and to live out God!s unending love
interprets the sin of Sodom not as homosexual acts but through the inclusiveness and welcoming of all persons,
as a lack of hospitality or justice. including those of all sexual orientations and gender
Leviticus contains purity laws not moral laws. In identities.#
Leviticus no thought is given to whether the sex in itself I am proud of St. Timothys and other faith
is right or wrong. The intent is to keep Jewish identity ~ communities who make this important witness. We have
strong. The concern is purity. And what about the word  a lot of work to do yet, but we shall overcome.
"abomination?# It sounds so, well§ominable!
Actually abominable is just another word for unclean.
An abomination is a violation of the purity rules that
governed Israelite society.
The interpretation of 1 Corinthians and 1 Timothy
hinges on how certain words are translated and seems to

The Rev. Dick Clark is retiring from St. Timothys United
Methodist Church in Cedar Falls. He is co-president of
MFSA lowa. Chapter.
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The Greening of First Church

By Judi Buxo
First United Methodist Church, Des Moines

Six determined ladies set out to change the world
one light footprint at a time! Under the leadership
of the FUMC# Outreach Committee, they became
educated about !Caring for God# Creation" through
green initiatives. They explored what each could do
personally before pursuing how they might influence
the greening of the church. The women established
a mission and achievable goals, including

Efforts culminated with the !Green Health Fair"
honoring Earth Day 2010 following regular Sunday
worship. Booths lined Fellowship Hall so that
members could visit and learn from the Green Team
representatives about: safe home-mixed green
cleaning recipes; labels on !Green" products; Des
Moines water health with recognition that tap is the
better alternative to bottled water; hazardous waste

disposal solutions; and the value of the Rain Barrel.

f

attendance at educational meetings to learn greening
tips, reading volumes of information and then setting

outtoinfluence their friends and neighbors. The featured artists#

table of youth creations
made from trash was the
highlight where plastic
pop bottles became
colorful fish and milk
cartons morphed into
bird feeders to
demonstrate how !one
man# trash" is another
child# art! The Center
display featured basic
pillars of the earth: water, fire, soil and other reminders
that the earth is a gift from God which should be
respected and contemplated in our actions. arthy#
treats were offered at each booth to encourage the
mingling and educational interaction!

Goals achieved included:

[Eliminating Styrofoam while identifying alternative
solutions for hospitality service which included
using dishes as well as biodegradable paper
alternatives and post consumer products.
[CEnhancing recycling efforts by establishing
convenient locations throughout the church
[CIntroducing recycling and greening education to
the children of the church through Sunday school
programs and education classes.

[Frequent education snippets in the church
bulletins on topics such as Christmas lights and
medication recycling, health dangers of Styrofoam,
light bulb choices and green label education, to
name a few.

[Establishing drop-off locations for batteries and
light bulbs with the transportation of such to the city
location by one of the committee members.

NORTH CENTRAL JURISDICTION MFSA
Trinity UMC - Madison, WI - Aug. 27-28

The Wisconsin MFSA Chapter will host the Jurisdictional MFSA
Gathering in Madison, beginning Friday evening and concluding
by early afternoon on Saturday. The meeting will be held at
Trinity UMC, 1123 Vilas Avenue (608-257-4591). Time for
worship and fellowship, chapter sharing and more. There is
much to see and do in Madison and Dane County. A block of
rooms has been reserved in the Super 8 Madison South (608-
258-8882) for $72.12, and the rate is good for Aug. 26, 27 and 28.
Reservation cut off date is July 26 - please indicate you wish to
reserve a room in the "MFSA Group."

MATT HEW 25

MINISTRY HUB

Matthew 25 Hub
Cedar Rapids
info@hub?25.org
319-362-2214
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MFSA Display Table

Look for our distinctive MFSA banner to locate
our display table at Annual Conference.
Please stop by to check membership, browse
the merchandise and resources or to just visit

with our volunteers! We also have MFSA lowa .
Chapter brochures, which lists our board and §
officer contact information.

Once again we will have Putumayo Music
available for you to purchase as a means to
support our work in the church. CDs will sell
for $13.00. We# also have music by Phil
Carver.

Websites, Blogs, Online Resources
Links can be found on our website to national
MFSA resources, events, vigils and gatherings,
articles, a new immigration resource page, and
much more at www.mfsaiowa.org.

Bishop Trimble and Frankie Hughes
Will Lead the March on Monday!

Bishop Trimble and 12-year-old Frankie Hughes will
lead a March for Peace and Social Justice at the noon
break on Monday, June 7. They will be joined by Des
Moines Mayor, Frank Cownie and a host of others who
are speaking out for justice and peace. Sponsored by
MFSA and the Conference Board of Church and
Society, the March will begin at Hy-Vee Hall and
proceed a short distance to Nollen Plaza (corner of
Locust and 3rd Street). A brief service will be held,
including prayer for the many peace and justice issues
impacting our local, national and world community, as
well as thoughtful reflections. Whether you are
concerned about violence and war, immigration reform,
health care, civil rights and full inclusion, care of the
environment, or other urgent issues of the day, this is
an opportunity to join hundreds of others in lifting a
voice for justice and peace. For those attending Annual
Conference, there will still be time for folks to get a bite
to eat and be back at Hy-Vee Hall in time for the
afternoon session. Please join us for this exciting event!

MFSA lowa

Membership
To check your
membership status,
contact Mike Biklen at
563-299-7347,
or e-mail
| wmbiklen@juno.com.
Member form/donations
can be sent to Mike at:
AY 515 East Eleventh Street
Muscatine, IA 52761-3920

Share the News of Your Events

Friends, we would like to publicize events around
the state that might be of interest to MFSA folk.
Please send information by the last week of each
month for inclusion in the next month# E-Mail
Memo. Also, please email address changes to;

ecranke@mchsi.com.

MARCH FOR PEACE

& SOCIAL JUSTICE
I\/IONDAY, JUNE 7
NOON

Caucus at the Fire Station:
Always wanted to slide down a fire pole?
This year may be your chance. MFSA will
caucus each evening of Annual Conference
(June 5, 6, 7) at Chet Guinn’s home in Old
Firestation # 4, corner of 8th & Day,
just west of the Holiday Inn downtown. It’s
not far from Hy-Vee Hall, and MFSA
members will be glad to meet you at our
display table following the evening session
to be sure you can find it and have a way to
get there. Besides talking about Annual
Conference business, rumor has it that we
might even have popcorn! See you there!
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