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lowa Chapter MFSA

2009 Awards Night

Keynote Speaker:
Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr.

Sat., June 6 - 5:30 p.m.
Benton Auditorium, Scheman Building

The Rev. Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr. is a man of faith, a homiletic
genius, a theological scholar and a pastor’s pastor. Bornin
Philadelphia, Dr. Wright is a son of the parsonage and hails
from a family steeped in educational achievements. In his 36-
years of service at Trinity United Church of Christ in Chicago, it
became one of the most politically active and socially conscious
churches in the nation. When he retired in 2008, the church
had over 50 active ministries with social justice advocacy at the
core of its theological perspective.

“My mission at Trinity has been to bring those worlds (the

academy and the pew) together by using the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the life of Christ as a model for what
is possible, of what might be, and of what our faith really is—*the substance of things hoped for and the
evidence of things not seen.”””

Social Action Awards will be presented to Jeff Abbas, Sol Varisco and Sharon Malheiro

Tickets: $10 (no meal) Purchase at MFSA display table or at the door until sold out

MFSA CAUCUS June 4-5-6 at Collegiate UMC after evening session - see back page for details

"Chriat ia the Hoat at This Table"

Saturday, June 6 - Communion at Noon

Reconciling Ministries Network congregations, the
Clinton/Camanche MFSA subgroup, and MFSA lowa
sponsor a communion service at Annual Conference
on Sat., June 6 on the south lawn of Hilton Coliseum.

South lawn of Hilton - Look for the rainbow flag.
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To Welcome the Sojourner: Two Churches’ Caring & Prophetic Ministries

On the evening of June 6, MFSA will take time
at its Annual Awards Event to recognize two
churches that have been shining examples over
the past year of welcoming the sojourner. On
May 12, 2008, life changed drastically for 389
workers, immigrants primarily from Guatemala,
who were the victims of a raid by U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) at
Agriprocessors in Postville. At that time, it was
the largest immigration raid in U.S. history, and
it not only changed the lives of those who were
arrested, but it nearly destroyed the town of
Postville.

St. Bridget’s Catholic Church responded
instantly, offering a safe place for terrified immi-
grants, and providing comfort and food. As the
crisis stretched on for the past year, many
families remain in limbo. One family member is
in jail somewhere awaiting the outcome of the
legal process and another is confined by ankle
bracelets to a home they can no longer afford to
rent because they are unable to work.

St. Bridget’s has continued to provide the
necessities of rent, food, clothes and assistance
with paperwork, along with prayers and a sense
that someone cares. It also became the center for
organizing assistance from other churches in

Postville and across the state, as well as the social
workers, lawyers, medical personnel and others
who simply came to help.

As the months have stretched on, and St.
Bridget’s resources have been strained to the
breaking point, other congregations have stepped
in to help. One of those is Decorah United
Methodist Church, which has a history of
involvement in Hispanic ministries through its
Sister Parish program. Located about a half-hour
away, the Decorah UMC has offered assistance
with translation services, medical care, trans-
portation, housing and other critical needs.
Members have held prayer vigils, met with
legislators, and provided ongoing support,
education and advocacy for immigration reform.

Both St. Bridget's and Decorah UMC have
worked tirelessly, collaborating with other
churches, faith groups and community agencies.
Both have given bold and courageous leadership
to working for justice as they confront a cruel
system that stands in conflict with “welcoming
the sojourners among us.”They have been and
continue to be examples of caring and prophetic
ministry. It is with deep gratitude and apprec-
iation that we recognize and honor them.

..

MFSA Iowa Chapter Mission Statement

The lowa Chapter of the National MFSA, an affiliate organization of the lowa Conference of
the United Methodist Church, seeks to move the church to be an inclusive, justice seeking,
and risk taking Body of Christ in the world. In the Wesleyan tradition, MFSA seeks to
transform the social order until it resembles the reign of God announced by the prophets
and Jesus where justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like an everflowing stream.

MFSA Nightly Caucus: Fireside Room, Collegiate UMC Thursday - Friday - Saturday
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document described above.

MFSA Analyzes the Constitutional Amendments

The Board of Directors of MFSA, at their meeting April 2, 2009, approved two
documents dealing with the 32 Constitutional Amendments, which every Annual
Conference will consider this year. One addresses the 23 amendments that deal with the
nature of the Worldwide Church. The other summarizes the additional nine
amendments and provides rationale for either supporting or opposing them. A
Summary and Proposed Action Sheet is being distributed with this Conference SQB and
is also available at MFSA's Display Table, as well as online at www.mfsaweb.org

One of the Amendments that MFSA is strongly supporting is Amendment #1, which
would revise language in Paragraph 4 to make it more inclusive. Currently the list of
those protected against discrimination leaves out key groups of people such as women,
the disabled, age groups and LGBT persons. The amended language would omit the list
and would state that “all persons”are eligible to attend worship, participate in programs
and receive sacraments and upon baptism be admitted as members. The amendment
would ensure that our slogan, “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors,”applies to ALL
people. For information on the other Amendments, please refer to the complete

A Survey In Defense of Creation

The United Methodist Church has called on
its Council of Bishops to update its historic 1986
statement in opposition to nuclear weapons, called
"In Defense of Creation: the Nuclear Crisis and a
Just Peace." The Council has identified a trio of
current "threats" to God's good Creation: pandemic
poverty and disease, ecological degradation and
climate change, and the world awash with
weapons.

The Council encourages you to participate
in a survey to guide the development of the new
document. Your opinions will inform their study and
writing. The survey will take 3-4 minutes to
complete. You may access the survey through the
MFSA national website:
http://mfsaweb.org/?page_id=2026
(This article is shared from the Broadway UMC in
Council Bluffs,with thanks to Marvin Arnpriester.)

NOTE: The survey link on the above page only works
until you have completed the survey. Subsequent clicks
on the link will redirect to Survey Monkey’s website.

United Methodists Do Not Torture:
A Petition Campaign

The National Religious Campaign Against Torture
(NRCAT) has designated June as "Torture
Awareness Month.” In conjunction with this
observance the General Board of Church and
Society has launched a campaign to collect
signatures on a petition urging President Obama
and the U. S. Congress to open an inquiry into
whether persons should be held accountable for
what have been termed “enhanced interrogations.”
The theme of the campaign is “The Truth Shall Set
Us Free.” The 2008 Book of Resolutions speaks
clearly to this issue, “Our commitment to human
rights is grounded in the conviction that each and
every human life is sacred. Therefore the United
Methodist Church endorses legislative and judicial
remedies for the use of torture and illegal
detention...such as the appointment of special
counsels [and] appropriate investigations.” #6120,
2008 Book of Resolutions. For more information or
to sign the petition, go to:
www.umc-gbcs.org/UMsDoNotTorture
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Sol Varisco
by Diane McClanahan

he rumor was confirmed. Homeland Security

had rented the Cattle Congress in Waterlooand a
feeling of fear and dread descended on Eastern lowa.
Even before Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) agents arrived in Postville, Sol Varisco sprang
into action. Traveling from Des Moines to Waterloo,
Sol provided Know Your Rights training for
immigrants in the eastern part of the state and
gathered with leaders throughout the community to
help prepare them for alikely raid.

Sol was acting as the Volunteer Coordinator for
Immigration Safety Network, (ISNET), a
comprehensive, interdisciplinary raid response
involving Legal, Community, Media, and
Government teams of volunteers. ISNET was in its
early stages of development in Des Moines when the
largest workplace immigration raid in US history
took place at Agriprocessors in Postville.

The immediate challenge Sol faced was to
mobilize assistance from a distance to support but
not overwhelm local community efforts. Within the
first 24 hours, she recruited 84 bi-lingual volunteers.
By the second day she made the necessary

Jeff Abbas
by Jaymee Glenn-Burns

O ne of the first things you notice about Jeff Abbas
is his voice. It doesn’t take long before you
discover that he uses his voice to speak for those who
aretoo often silenced or simply not heard.

Jeff is the manager of KPVL Radio in Postville
and has been deeply involved in that community’s
response to the immigration raid that occurred on
May 12, 2008. His voice first called together a group
of United Methodists to hear from the staff at St.
Bridget’'s and workers from the Agriprocessor’s plant
how the ICE raid and the company’s labor practices
were affecting both individual lives and this rural
community.

When the plant shut down late on a Friday after
city offices were closed, leaving hundreds of workers
without paychecks and with few resources, Jeff
mobilized area United Methodists to provide food

2009 Social Action Award Recipients

arrangements for nine immigration attorneys from Des
Moines and twelve of the 84 volunteers to gain entrance
at the Detention Center in Waterloo. Additional
attorneys were recruited from three states to offer a legal
clinic.

Throughout the raid and for the weeks
immediately following, Sol worked tirelessly, day and
night, acting as the linchpin of communication between
those on the ground in Postville and Waterloo, and the
agencies and officials in the larger community. During
the months that followed Sol continued to disseminate
needed information to those who were in a position to
respond. Later, Sol planned and implemented ISNET
training in twelve counties throughout the state. All of
Sol's work with ISNET has been in addition to her work
as the Migration and Refugees Services Program
Coordinator at Catholic Charities.

It took the concerted effort of countless people to
respond to the injustice and humanitarian crisis of the
Postville raid. MFSA honors Sol for helping to keep them
all resourced and connected.

Originally from Argentina, Sol is a resident of Des
Moines. She is a United Methodist, who came into
membership at Trinity UMC through Las Americas
Comunidad de Fe.

and a place to gather for support. Over the past months,
Jeff has been a voice for economic justice, fair labor
practices and immigration reform in the local
community and beyond. He has told stories of the
people of Postville and surrounding areas to the media,
legislators, business people, government officials, and
church leaders.

As the city moves forward into a still-uncertain
future, Jeff continues to be a voice for those who are
easily forgotten, from the women with ankle bracelets
still awaiting court appearances to area farmers
wondering how they will survive the latest economic
downturn. Jeff says his faith has never been stronger.
He recognizes God’s hand in “teamwork like I've never
seen before,” arising in the midst of crisis. There is no
official United Methodist congregation in Postville, but
as a colleague described it, “Jeff and the radio station
were the United Methodist Church in this community.”
Jeff is a member of Living Faith Parish—Monona
Center. He is willing to speak to groups about the
situation in Postville.
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Sharon Malheiro
by Chet Guinn

n April 3, 2009, lowa made history. Polk

County District Judge Robert Hanson's
decision of August, 2007, declaring that the lowa
law prohibiting same sex marriage violated the
lowa Constitution, was upheld in a unanimous
decision of the lowa Supreme Court written by
Justice Mark Cady (Varnumvs. Brien).

This extension of justice was the culmination of
persistent efforts by many organizations and
individuals, but MFSA research concludes that
Sharon Malheiro played the lead role in this
drama.

Almost ten years ago, Sharon, an attorney in
the Davis, Brown, Koehn, Shors & Roberts law
firm, began a one woman campaign to convince the
national LGBT groups, especially the legal agency
known as Lambda Legal, that “the ground in lowa
was fertile, the courts progressive and the case
compelling” for legalizing same sex marriages.
However, lowa continued to be perceived as a
place for fund raising, not for progressive legal
action.

Rich Eychaner recalls how after Sharon
campaigned, pleaded and argued for lowa a
“breakthrough” came in the so-called lesbian

JFON Celebrates Ten Years
by Doris Knight, lowa JFON Execuitve Director

As | look back on the last 10 years, | cannot

think of any other work that would have given
me as much satisfaction as work with lowa
Justice For Our Neighbors.

Newcomers in our country are amazing
people. They are like our own ancestors - risk-
takers with a quiet courage that gives them the
strength to leave all that they have known in order
to meet the basic needs of their loved ones. They
are willing to work hard and keep going. They are
grateful for any opportunity to pursue their
dreams. Their most critical need is a stable
immigration status. Once this is achieved, they’re

2009 Social Action Award Recipients

divorce case in Sioux City. In December, 2003,
Judge Jeffrey Neary approved a separation
agreement for two women who previously had
been joined in a civil union in Vermont. On June
17, 2005, the lowa Supreme Court ruled
unanimously in a decision written by Chief Justice
Louis Lavorato that conservative lawmakers, led
by Rep. Dwayne Alons of Hull, had no business
trying to interfere in the case, stating ‘lowa law has
never permitted such unwarranted interference in
other people's cases.' Because of Sharon Malheiro,
Lambda Legal argued the case before the lowa
Supreme Court, and won.
“That victory further emboldened Lambda Legal,
which began a series of meetings taking the pulse
of lowans around the state, identifying potential
litigants, an in-depth examination of lowa court
decisions, case law and the Constitution.”
To enlist widespread support, Sharon started
and became chairperson of the educational
campaign known as “One lowa” while continuing
toworkon the legal case.
Itis little wonder that on April 3, persons close
to the movement sent Sharon abouquet with acard
reading:
“The mother and far too unsung hero of this
amazing victory. Whenever we think of it,
we will think of you. In deepest admiration
of yourvision, commitmentand labor....”

free to offer the gifts that they bring to their schools
and communities.

Ten years ago, Judy Kading was one of the first
to respond to an offer from UMCOR to establish a
Justice For Our Neighbor site. In the ten years since
she and Gil Dawes initiated JFON sites, our lowa
Conference Board of Global Ministries has supported
several expansions of the ministry. Now two full-time
attorneys are providing vital immigration legal
services to the newcomers, with offices in Des
Moines and Cedar Rapids and additional sites in
Storm Lake and Columbus Junction.

justice for our neighbors
www.iowa-jfon.org

lowa JFON Chairperson, Ed Mclntosh,
received the MFSA Social Action Award in 2008.

iowa annual conference 2009 social questions bulletin - page 5



IOWA CHAPTER

The Methodist Federation for Social Action
lowa Chapter www.mfsaiowa.org

SQB

!‘v‘f-'SA

Summer Mission Camps in Cedar Rapids

Matthew 25 Hub Mission Camp

This summer, the Matthew 25 Ministry Hub will
offer an amazing learning opportunity to youth in
6th-12th grade. Our summer mission camps will
not only give you a chance to help people who
have experienced the worst natural disaster in
lowa's history, they will also be hands-on learning
experiences. Youth will learn about how a
community responds to a natural disaster and the
unique role communities of faith have in disaster
zones. We will also have time for team building and
fun. These camps take place July 5-10 and 12-
17th. The cost is $200 per person and groups must
bring one adult for every 5 youth. Space is limited,
so don’t delay. Contact Matthew 25 for more info at

info@hub25.0rg
or call 319-362-2214
Experience this great summer mission!

Work in the City (Des Moines):
Individuals and families are invited to a weekend
work camp, June 12 — 14, to make repairs and
improvements on a low income family’s home in
Des Moines. The cost of the weekend is $25.00.
Lodging and meals are provided by the host
churches: Trinity, Gatchel and Epworth UMC’s. For
more information or to register, contact Rev. Brian
Carter at

briancar@dwx.com or 515-243-3817.

A GROUP OF EMERGING
YOUNG ADULTS MEETS
IN DES MOINES FOR
FUN & FAITH SHARING

A group of young adults has come
together through an invitation from
pastors Barb Dinnen and Diane
McClanahan. Contacts with the
young adults were originally made
through the various ministries in
Trinity — Children and Family Urban
Ministries, Las Americas Faith
Community and Trinity United
Methodist Church.

Many of them volunteer in one or
more of the programs offered and
pastors Dinnen and McClanahan
were asked, “Where do people our
age go to church? Do you know a
group of young adults who want to
do something meaningful and fun?”

An invitation for a casual gathering
brought together 15 young adults
from various denominational
backgrounds. Their common
denominator is a quest for
meaningful relationship with God,
faith sharing, community and fun,
and a passion for doing ‘something’
that makes a difference in their lives
and the lives of others.

For more information call Rev. Barb
Dinnen 515-490-1234 or Rev. Diane
McClanahan 515-428-7766.
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THE VOICES OF EMERGING ADULTS

by J. Cody Nielsen, Wesley Theological Seminary Student

A the 2008 General Conference, the first
ever Young People’s Address gave voice to
emerging adults—a term coined by Jeffrey
Jensen Arnett, Professor of Psychology,
University of Maryland (Emerging Adulthood:
The Winding Road from the Late Teens through
the Twenties, 2004).

This “voice” illustrates the struggles and the
passion emerging adults experience and
questions how welcoming the United Methodist
Church is to young adults, how age inclusive the
church structure is, how effectively the
appointment system utilizes the gifts of youth.

Are the voices of emerging adults being heard
by the church? One young woman at General
Conference voiced her concerns over the
language embedded within the Book of
Discipline’s statute on clergy homosexuality.
She felt empowered to speak, but little
changed. Are the voices of emerging adults
being taken seriously?

A sign of the church’s growing deafness to the
voice of emerging adults is the reduction of
financial support for campus ministries—a major
preparation ground for church leaders. For
example, the Missouri Conference reduced its
thirteen student ministries’ budget from
$900,000 to $400,000. How can this not
reduce the number of thoughtful church

leaders? Campus ministries teach skills in
worship planning, hospitality, retreat and
mission trip organizing, discipleship, and
visioning that can provide an invaluable
resource for local churches. The church must
learn to listen and to work intergenerationally
so that these emerging voices are not put on
hold until the senior voices are done.

The growing complexities of the emerging
adults’ world are working against good
communication between the generations. New
technological equipment, shifting marriage
patterns, job obsolescence, world unrest and a
myriad of issues complicate their lives. But,
undeniably, emerging adults have passion—a
passion that could empower the

church.

The future
of the The challenge is to tap into this
church is “emerging adult” passion.
always in It will only happen when local
the next congregations, annual
generation, conferences and the General

. Conference reverse the trend
and it’s )

X and open up clogged lines of
time the communication. The future of
“next” the church is always in the next
became generation, and it’s time the

the “now.” “next” became the “now.”

OnFire: the young adult chapter of MFSA http://www.umonfire.blogspot.com/

OnFire is inaugurating several short term campaigns, focusing on MFSA's
priority areas of Peace, Poverty, People's Rights and Progressive Initiatives. The
first of these will be from April to July and will be on the issue of Immigration
and Border Justice. OnFire members will blog, organize, educate and mobilize
as people of faith to increase awareness of and effect change to our country's
broken immigration system. These "discussions™ will occur primarily via the
OnFire blog and Facebook page. The campaign will culminate in an immersion
experience with BorderLinks on the Arizona-Mexico border during the last week
of July. For more information, contact Jennifer Mihok, Mission Intern at the
national MFSA Office (jennifer.mihok@gmail.com).

PEACE

poverty

people’s
rights

Progressive
Initiatives
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MFSA Display Table

Look for our distinctive MFSA banner to locate

our display table at Annual Conference. MFSA [# &

brochures, membership materials and other
resources will be available on the table.
Look for a petition you can sign asking our
Senators to support the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty.

Once again we will have Putumayo Music
available for you to purchase as a means to
support our work in the church. CDs will sell
for $13.00. Phil Carver’'s music CD is
available, too. Please stop by to check on
membership, browse the merchandise and
resources or to just visit with our volunteers!

Fall Statewide Gathering - Oct. 31
MFSA will hold its Fall Statewide Gathering at
Epworth United Methodist Church in Des
Moines on Saturday, October 31, beginning at
10:00 AM. We will continue the exploration
and education on lowa's prison system and re-
entry ministries that we began in the 2008 fall
series of Regional Gatherings.

MFSA Program Council to Meet

The first meeting of the MFSA Program Council will
be held at the Scarritt Bennett Center in Nashville,
Tennesee on October 15-17, 2009. The Council
was established by the MFSA Board of Directors
last fall and will serve as the body to provide
education, inspiration, ideas and resources. In
October it will begin planning for the 2010 Voices of
Faith Conference. Each chapter has a
representative to the Council (Betty Ellis is lowa's
rep), but others are encouraged to attend. For
more information, download a copy of the Oct.-Dec.
2008 SQB online at: www.mfsaweb.org (SQB is
listed under the resource tab).

Websites, Blogs, Online Resources
Links can be found on our website to national
MFSA resources, events, vigils and gatherings,
articles, a new immigration resource page, and
much more at www.mfsaiowa.org.

MFSA lowa

Membership

To check your

, membership status,
¢ contact Mike Biklen at
563-299-7347,
or e-mail

- wmbiklen@juno.com.
Member form/donations
can be mailed to:
Brian Carter

7218 El Rancho Ave.
Windsor Heights IA 50322

(NOTE: Windsor Heights new zip on July 1-50324)

Share the News of Your Events
Friends, we would like to publicize events around
the state that might be of interest to MFSA folk.
Please send information by the last week of each
month for inclusion in the next month’s E-Mail
Memo. Also, please email address changes to;
ecranke@mchsi.com.

Caucus At Collegiate:

MFSA will caucus each evening at Annual
Conference, following the evening session,
to discuss the day's events and the
legislation coming the next day. This year
the caucuses will be held in the Fireside
Room at Collegiate UMC, a few blocks
west of the Hilton on Lincoln Way. If you
need a ride to the caucus, please stop at
the MFSA display table to make those
arrangements, or just be at the table 10
minutes after the evening session ends.
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